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HIGHLIGHTS 
December 10 - 16, 2000 


Highlights pro USDA/WAOB 


A trio of winter storms left an extensive snow cover 
across the Midwest and eased long-term drought in 
the Mid-Seuth. Weekly rainfall topped 4 inches in parts of 
the Tennessee Valley, while late-week snow depths ranged 
from 6 to 15 inches in the northern and western Corn 
Belt. Significant precipitation, mostly rain, also fell in the 
Northeast. Although early-week showers caused localized 
flash flooding in southeastern Florida, most of the 
peninsula experienced warm and unfavorably dry weather, 
further increasing irrigation requirements for citrus and 
winter vegetables. Meanwhile, bitterly cold conditions, 
light snow, blowing snow, and gusty winds disrupted rural 

(Continued on page 3) 








Contents 


Weather Data for the Delta and Bootheel & 

U.S. Crop Production Highlights 
Satellite Image of Winter Storm 
Temperature Departure & 

Extreme Minimum Temperature Maps 
National Weather Data for Selected Cities 
National Agricultural Summary & 

Snow Cover Map 
International Weather and Crop Summary & 

November Temperature/Precipitation Maps 
Subscription Information & 

December 12 Drought Monitor 








Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


December 19, 2000 








Weather Data for Selected Locations in the Delta and the Bootheel 





Weather Data for the Week Ending December 16, 2000 


Data provided by the Mississippi State Delta Research and Extension Center (DREC), 
the Southern Regional Climate Center (SRCC), and the University of Missouri. 





TEMPERATURE °F 
STATES 


4-INCH NUMBER OF DAYS 
SOLTEM, 


PERMA LY 
r PRECIP 


PRECIPITATION 


+ 
m 
= 
a) 





AND 
STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMA 
WEEKLY 

L, IN. 


DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMA 


4-HOUR, IN. 
PCT. NORMAL 
3E 
MINIMUM 


GREATEST IN 
SINCE Dec 1 


5 


PCT. NORMAL 


TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Dec 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 
SINCE Jan 1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAG 
90 AND ABOVE 

32 AND BELOV 
01 INCH 

OR MORE 
50 INCH 

OR MORE 





BATESVILLE * 
BELZONI * 
CLARKSDALE * 
CLEVELAND * 
GREENVILLE * 
GREENWOOD * 
INDIANOLA 1S 
INVERNESS 5E 
LYON 
MOORHEAD * 
ONWARD 
ROLLING FORK * 
SIDON 

TUNICA * 
TUNICA 1W 
VANCE 
VICKSBURG * 
YAZOO CiTy * 
STONEVILLE * 
CARDWELL 
CHARLESTON 
CLARKTON 
DELTA 
GLENNONVILLE 
PORTAGEVILLE #1 
PORTAGEVILLE #2 
STEELE 


aon 
-~ © 

mM & & 
Nm oO 

ro) 

+ @ 


wn ¢ 
LS) 


ao o> 
uN © 
“ ft - 
on & 


aw 
DD @ 
on 
mp = 
ooo 


yn 
& 
naame 


Panu 

@n = 
on 
oo 
ym 


67 
69 
70 
71 
69 
65 
65 
66 
71 
70 
69 
62 
61 
60 
58 
60 
62 
61 
62 


> Aanereeanunan 
BSERSRESENAKBRA 
w 
i 4 
@ 
NN@W@AND! 


> ww Ww 
OG @ © 
NNN ANNND & 
NON = 


> 
°o 
QO w 


> 
o 
LS) 
~ 





























oaaaAN ® 


D2 QP 
o 


oo 
a @ 


- 
oo 


oO 
i @ 
eeooo0qeocoo @ 


PPNOW EN OW WN 


ooooo 


° 
orunwen 


eoooococedcso 








MMOMAMM*M*Mmnnenrre F&F MHF WOU UKE HS HHS UW 
RDPON-K NN BW ON KH BHA WH NNN HK NN HRW AWONNN WN ND 


rPwohrh ee Nh ®wWW 


ooo 



































Compiled by USDA/OCE/WAOB’s Stoneville Field Office. 
* Based on 1964-93 normais. 
* Based on 1961-90 normais. 


Delta and Bootheel Weather and Crop Summary: Temperatures remained well below normal throughout the region. Precipitation 
was above normal in the Delta and in most Bootheel locations. Frozen precipitation was reported in all areas except the southern 
reaches of the Delta. Some Delta fields have flooded, stressing fall-sown grains. The wet conditions continued to hamper fieldwork. 








U.S. Crop Production Highlights 








The following information was released by USDA’s Agricultural Statistics Board on December 12, 2000. Forecasts refer to 
December 1. 


All cotton production is forecast at 17.4 million 480-pound 
bales, down less than | percent from last month, but up 3 
percent from 1999. Yield is expected to average 619 pounds 
per harvested acre, down 3 pounds from last month. Survey 
and ginnings data indicate a 200,000-bale decrease in Texas 
production from the November forecast, which more than 
offset a 150,000-bale increase in California. 


The December | all orange forecast of the 2000-01 crop is 
12.6 million tons, down 4 percent from both October and last 
season’s final utilization. Florida’s all orange forecast is 229 
million boxes (10.3 million tons), 5 percent below the 
October forecast and 2 percent lower than the 1999-2000 
crop year. The weather since the beginning of October has 
been drier than normal, and constant irrigation has been 


needed to maintain good tree conditions. Water reservoirsare 
at very low levels. Early and midseason varieties in Florida 
are forecast at 127 million boxes (5.72 million tons), a 6- 
percent decrease from October. If realized, this production 
will be 5 percent lower than the previous season. Fruit size 
is considerably smaller than originally projected and may end 
up as the smallest in the last 10 years. A near-record low 
fruit drop is expected, however, which will partially offset 
the smaller fruit size. Florida’s Valencia forecast, at 102 
million boxes (4.59 million tons), is down 3 percent from 
October, but is 3 percent higher than last season’s final 
utilization. The Valencias also have a smaller fruit size and 
a lower drop rate than normal. Arizona, California, and 
Texas orange production forecasts are carried forward from 
the October numbers. 
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travel and stressed livestock on the northern Plains, where late- 
week wind chills plummeted as low as -50 to -70°F. Weekly 
temperatures averaged 10 to 20°F below normal in the western 
Corn Belt and as much as 27°F below normal in northern 
Montana. Temperatures remained below 10°F all week in 
much of North Dakota. In contrast, readings ranged from | to 
7°F above normal in California and the Southwest. 
Widespread precipitation returned to areas from northern 
California to the Pacific Northwest, improving high-elevation 
snow packs following a slow start to the wet season. 


The week opened and closed with bitterly cold conditions in 
place across the North Central States. On December 10, 
Glasgow, MT noted a high of -9°F and a low of -24°F, both 
records for the date. A day later, Rapid City, SD noted a daily- 
record low of -19°F, following their longest period without sub- 
zero temperatures on record (705 days, from January 5, 1999 to 
December 9, 2000). By Tuesday, frigid air overspread the 
northern Rockies, Plains, and Midwest in the wake of a major 
storm system, producing record lows in locations such as 
Bozeman, MT (-27°F), Aberdeen, SD (-25°F), Chadron, NE 
(-24°F), and Waterloo, IA (-15°F). Sub-zero readings were 
reported as far east as northern Indiana, where South Bend 
registered -6°F. 


Another blast of cold air reached the Plains and Midwest 
toward week’s end. On Saturday, wind chill temperatures fell 
below -30°F as far south as southern Kansas. Two days 
earlier, on December 14, Wichita, KS had noted a low of 0°F, 
their lowest temperatures since a low of 0°F on December 22, 
1998. Wichita’s most recent sub-zero reading was observed on 
February 4, 1996, when the low was -7°F. Between cold snaps, 
temperatures remained below O°F for 81 hours in a row 
(December 10-13) in Duluth, MN and 117 consecutive hours 
(December 9-14) in Aberdeen, SD. Duluth’s record remains 
nearly 12 consecutive days in January 1912, while Aberdeen’s 
remains more than 18 days in February 1936. 


The first of three low-pressure systems produced December- 
record 24-hour snowfall totals in Grand Rapids, MI (15.1 
inches on December 11-12) and Milwaukee, WI (13.6 inches 
on December 11). Elsewhere in Michigan, Flint’s storm-total 
snowfall of 14.0 inches represented their greatest single-storm 
total since 17.3 inches fell on April 2-3, 1975. Through Sunday, 
December 17, Flint’s month-to-date snowfall reached 27.8 
inches, eclipsing their previous December record of 27.7 inches, 
set in 1929. 


The second storm system also blanketed the Great Lakes 
region, but produced significant snowfall much farther south. 
In southern Missouri, Springfield’s |4.3-inch storm total on 
December 12-13, shattered their 24-hour record for December 
(previously 12.7 inches on December 7, 1917). Springfield 
received just 8.6 inches of snow during the entire 1999-2000 
season. In Oklahoma, Tulsa received 7.3 inches on December 
12-13, representing their fourth-highest total for the entire 
month of December. Even farther to the south, the midweek 
storm was also responsible for a swath of ice accumulations and 
electrical disruptions from eastern Texas into the Mid-South. 
The late-week storm system brought yet another round of snow 
to parts of the Midwest, but produced heavy rain and severe 
weather across the South. On Saturday night, about 20 
tornadoes were reported from Alabama to the southern 


Atlantic Coast. One tornado had a path length of more than 18 
miles near Tuscaloosa, AL, resulting in at least seven deaths. 


In southern Florida, Miami was pelted by a daily-record 
rainfall (5.06 inches) on December 10. Locally as much as 15 
inches of rain fell just south of Miami, but generally | inch of 
rain or less fell in agricultural areas on the peninsula away from 
the immediate coastal strip of southeastern Florida. In 
contrast, weekly precipitation totaled 2 inches or more in many 
areas from the middle and lower Mississippi Valley 
northeastward to the northern Mid-Atlantic region. At week’s 
end, heavy rain and high winds were spreading into New 
England. 


Relatively quiet weather prevailed again in Hawaii, following 
November’s deluge across the eastern islands that resulted in a 
monthly total of 45.90 inches (316 percent of normal) in Hilo. 
Meanwhile, a very mild weather pattern continued across 
Alaska, particularly across western areas. Weekly temperatures 
averaged up to 24°F above normal in the southwestern corner of 
the State. 





GOES-8 IR 
Dec. 13, 2000 
8:45 a.m. CST 


Another Winter Storm: For the second time in 3 days, 
snow overspreads the Midwest (above). However, this 
storm also produces significant snowfall as far south as 
the southeastern Plains, the Ozark Plateau, and the 
middle Mississippi Valley. In Springfield, MO, storm-total 
snowfall reached 14.3 inches on December 12-13, 
breaking their 24-hour record for December. Springfield’s 
previous record was 12.7 inches, established on 
December 7, 1917. 
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Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


DEC 10 - 16, 2000 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 


DEC 10 - 16, 2000 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 
Weather Data for the Week Ending December 16, 2000 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending December 16, 2000 
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Based on 1961-90 normais “** Not Available 


NOTE: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations were incomplete. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





December 11 - 17, 2000 
Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 





Strong winds and freezing temperatures 
associated with a strong Arctic front crossed 
Texas early in the week. In central and eastern 
areas of the State, ice storms downed power 
lines and damaged peach and pecan trees. The 
extreme cold had little impact on cotton, 
sorghum, and peanut harvest activities across 
the Plains, but ice accumulations delayed 
progress in some areas. The end of the harvest 
season approached, with most remaining crops 
unsuitable for harvest. Land preparation and 





HIGHLIGHTS 


small grain seeding continued where possible, 
but poor weather conditions and lateness of the 
planting season slowed progress. In central 
Texas, cold weather and saturated soils 
prohibited planting and hindered crop 
emergence and growth in early-planted fields. 
Weather conditions remained favorable for fruit 
and vegetable harvests in the Rio Grande 
Valley. Citrus harvest remained active. The 
pecan harvest continued, as weather conditions 
allowed. 








Cotton and sugar beet harvests were essentially complete 
in California. Growers were shredding and discing fields. 
Field preparations continued for the 2001 cotton crop. 
Alfalfa hay cutting ceased in most areas, but several fields 
were green-chopped for silage. New alfalfa fields were 
prepared, irrigated, and seeded. Wheat and barley 
planting continued. Dryland oats planting continued, 
despite low soil moisture levels. Moisture shortages 
hindered germination and emergence of recently planted 
winter grains. Warm weather was conducive to growth of 
early-planted fields, but overcast skies limited 
development. Land preparation and planting of winter 
forage crops continued. Orchard and vineyard caretakers 
pruned trees and vines. Grape harvest for fresh market 
consumption was nearly complete. Grapefruit harvest was 
active in the San Joaquin Valley, and lemon picking was 


active in southern California. Navel orange and tangerine 
harvests also continued. Winter vegetables thrived due to 
favorable weather conditions. 


In Florida, small grains and cool season forages were 
stressed by topsoil moisture shortages. The sugarcane 
harvest progressed with few delays. Most citrus groves 
remained in good condition due to the constant irrigation. 
However, there was very little new growth. Harvest crews 
were busy moving fruit to fresh fruit houses and 
processing plants. Caretakers mowed, disced, and 
chopped cover crops prior to harvest and for fire 
protection. In the south and coastal areas, a few growers 
sprayed fresh crops. Dead trees were removed, and some 
grove trash was burned, although restrictions limited 
burning due to dry conditions. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





December 10 - 16, 2000 
International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB 








HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Unseasonably warm weather favored dormant 
winter grains, but kept most crop areas snow-free in Ukraine and 
southern Russia. 


MIDDLE EAST: Significant rain greatly increased moisture reserves 
from the eastern Mediterranean through Iran. 


EUROPE: Unseasonably mild weather prevailed throughout Europe, 
spurring winter grain growth in the west and slowing cold hardening 
in the east. 


EASTERN ASIA: Across the North China Plain, colder weather 
caused winter wheat to enter dormancy. 


AUSTRALIA: Winter crop harvesting was winding down in Western 
Australia and the southeast. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Heavy showers fell throughout the region, 


aiding moisture supplies in Java, Indonesia, but slowing fieldwork in 
the Philippines and Vietnam. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Showers maintained favorable conditions for 


vegetative summer crops. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In central Argentina, dry weather stressed 
summer crops in the west, while elsewhere, showers slowed winter 
wheat maturation. In southern Brazil, widespread showers 
maintained adequate to abundant moisture supplies for soybeans. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Mostly dry weather continued 


throughout the region 
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FSU-WESTERN 





A strong southerly flow of air ushered in unseasonably mild weather 
and widespread precipitation to most winter grain areas. Weekly 
temperatures averaged 5 to 9 degrees C above normal over most of the 
region. Temperatures rose above freezing in most areas, with the 
warmest weather (extreme maximum temperatures ranging from 6-13 
degrees C) observed in Ukraine, the North Caucasus region in Russia, 
Belarus, and the Baltics. As a result, winter wheat in these areas 
remained snow-free during most of the week. Elsewhere in Russia, 
extreme maximum temperatures ranged from | to 4 degrees C, causing 
some melting of protective snow cover. Rain (10-25 mm or more) 
spread across the Baltics, Belarus, Ukraine, and southern Russia, with 
a mixture of rain and snow falling across northern Russia. In 
November, unusually mild weather persisted through the first 20 days 
of the month, promoting later-than-usual winter grain growth. Winter 
grains in northern Russia entered dormancy in early November, about 
3 weeks later than usual. Farther south, major winter wheat-producing 
areas of Ukraine and southern Russia likely entered dormancy 2 to 3 


On about November 23, the coldest weather of the season pushed into northern Russia and then spread south and 


westward during the remainder of the month. The cold snap induced winter grains into dormancy as far south as southern Ukraine by month’s 
end. Above-normal precipitation fell from Moldova and central Ukraine, northward through Belarus, the western portion of the Central Region, 
and the Baltics in November, helping to recharge soil moisture. Some moisture in central Ukraine came as moderate to heavy snow. Below- 
normal precipitation was observed in eastern Ukraine and most of the remainder of Russia. Winter wheat in major producing areas of Ukraine 


and southern Russia likely entered dormancy in better condition than in the previous 2 
especially in southern and eastern Ukraine, limited moisture for autumn establishment. 
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MIDDLE EAST 
Unseasonably heavy rain (25-50 mm or more) covered a broad area 
from the eastern Mediterranean through Iran, increasing moisture 
reserves for winter grains. The rain was especially welcomed from 
eastern Syria to western sections of Iran, which had been trending 
drier than normal for much of the season, including, as depicted by 
satellite imagery, broad sections of northern and eastern Iraq. In 
Turkey, the moisture extended into southeastern wheat areas bordering 
KH z : Syria, with locally heavy rain (greater than 50 mm) increasing 
OL & | saf6r Aa b. ” C my ——< >) ( | irrigation reserves in the mountainous areas of the southeast. 
|» Total Prochoit Serf (mm}  S10- BS Ss ae However, only light showers (5 mm or less) covered the Anatolian 
\ DEC 10 * 1612008 CUMATE PREDICTION CRNTER).NOAA \=56 : — nee 

a Plateau, where winter wheat has entered dormancy. During 
November, precipitation was near to below normal throughout the 
region, limiting moisture for winter crop establishment. Except for 
Iran’s Caspian Coast, which periodically experienced heavy rain 
during the month, most precipitation occurred at month’s end. Near- 
to above-normal temperatures impeded the onset of dormancy in 

sections of Turkey and Iran. 
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EUROPE 





Wet weather (15-55 mm or more) continued in England, maintaining 
adequate to locally excessive moisture supplies for developing winter 
grains and oilseeds. Elsewhere throughout northern Europe, scattered 
showers (5-30 mm) benefited vegetative winter wheat and barley from 
northern France eastward through Poland and Slovakia. In contrast, 
mainly dry weather prevailed from Spain eastward through 
southeastern Europe, helping winter grain planting in Spain and 
southern Italy, but offering no relief from the drought in southeastern 
Europe. Unseasonably mild weather continued across the continent, 
spurring winter grain growth in the west and slowing cold hardening 
in the east. Temperatures averaged generally 5 to 8 degrees C above 
normal in northern Europe and 3 to 5 degrees C above normal in the 
south. As a result, crops are only slowly easing into dormancy in far 
eastern Europe. During November, wet weather continued to plague 
western and south-central Europe, further delaying winter grain 
planting and summer crop harvesting. Seasonably mild weather 
spurred winter crop development throughout western and central 
Europe. In northeastern Europe, near-normal precipitation and mild 
weather favored vegetative winter grains. In contrast, unseasonably 
warm, dry weather maintained the drought in southeastern Europe, 
hampering winter grain emergence and establishment. 
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EASTERN ASIA 





Across most of the North China Plain, colder weather caused winter 
wheat to enter dormancy. Temperatures averaged slightly above 
normal across eastern China, with freezing temperatures reaching to 
the Yangtze Valley. Dry weather prevailed across most of the country. 
Light rain (5-20 mm) fell across eastern Sichuan and Hubei, while 
heavier amounts (25-65 mm) were reported across Guangdong and 
Fujian. During November, near- to above-normal rainfall provided 
adequate to abundant moisture supplies for winter crop development 
across eastern China. During late November and early December, 
seasonably cold weather caused winter wheat to begin entering 
dormancy. Across south-central China, below-normal November 
rainfall favored rice fieldwork, but reduced moisture supplies. In 
Japan, above-normal monthly rainfall slowed late rice harvesting. 
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AUSTRALIA 


Dry, warmer-than-normal weather continued across Western Australia 

and the southeast (South Australia to southern New South Wales), 

allowing winter crop harvests to progress toward completion. 

Scattered, mostly light showers (25 mm or less) lingered over the 

interior summer crop areas of northern New South Wales and southern 

Queensland. Highs ranging from the mid 30’s to 40 degrees C aided 

development of cotton and sorghum. Showers were also generally 

scattered and light in southern sugarcane areas, but heavy rain (50-100 

mm or more) fell in northern growing areas. Mild, showery weather 

continued in New Zealand’s small grain and pasture areas. During 

November, a wet weather pattern plagued winter crop areas of New 

South Wales, hampering fieldwork and reducing crop quality. Locally 

heavy rain (100-200 mm or more) caused rural flooding in central 

AUSTRALIA &s sections of the state. Early in the month, persistent shower activity 

Total Precipitation (mm) — it, delayed planting and early development of cotton and other summer 

ee i crops in southern Queensland. In contrast, above-normal temperatures 

and near- to below-normal rainfall dominated Western Australia and 
the southeast, favoring winter grain and oilseed harvests. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 





Widespread showers (25-200 mm) maintained moisture supplies for 
main-season rice in Java, Indonesia. Heavy showers (50-200 mm) fell 
throughout peninsular Thailand, peninsular Malaysia, and Sumatra, 
Indonesia, causing local flooding, but increasing moisture for 
plantation crops. Heavy showers (50-200 mm) fell throughout the 
eastern Philippines, slowing fieldwork for rice and plantation crops, 
but increased moisture supplies. Isolated, heavy showers (100-200 
mm) fell in centrai Vietnam, slowing winter-spring rice transplanting. 
In southern Vietnam, mostly dry weather favored winter-spring 
transplanting. Seasonably dry weather aided rice fieldwork across 
Thailand. Tropical systems brought above-normal November rainfall 
to southern Luzon, Philippines, causing flooding. Seasonably drier 
weather favored rice harvesting in Thailand and northern Vietnam. 
Above-normal rainfall increased moisture supplies for main-season 
rice in Java, Indonesia and oil palm in peninsular Malaysia. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 





Moderate to heavy rain (15-50 mmor more) maintained generally favorable 
moisture levels for vegetative corn and other summer crops in the main 
commercial growing areas, including the coastal sugarcane areas of 
KwaZulu-Natal. Highs ranging from the middle 20’s to lower 30’s degrees 
C promoted crop growth and development. A continuation of warmer, 
drier weather in Western and Eastern Cape Provinces sustained high 
irrigation demands. During November, mild, showery weather supported 
summer crop germination and establishment across the corn belt. However, 
the rainfall likely caused some delays in wheat harvesting, and may have 
eventually led to delays in summer crop planting. The rains came later in 
the month to important white corn areas of North West, possibly resulting 
in some later-than-desired planting. A late-month outbreak of inundating 
rain caused localized flooding in northern sugarcane areas of KwaZulu- 
Natal. Drier- and warmer-than-normal weather in Western Cape favored 
wheat harvesting, but raised irrigation demands of fruits and vegetables. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 





In central Argentina, showers (25-75 mm or more) boosted soil 
moisture for germinating summer crops across Cordoba, Santa Fe, and 
southeastern Buenos Aires. The moisture, however, hampered winter 
wheat maturation and harvesting. Mostly dry weather a 

crop planting and winter wheat harvesting across north 

Aires. In eastern La Pampa and western Buenos Aires, 

weather started to stress germinating summer crops and sI 

but favored winter wheat maturation. In northern 

southern Paraguay, widespread showers (15-60 mm) increased 
near normal across Argentina. According to the Argentine 
Agricultural Secretariat as of December 8, nationwide corn was 82 
percent planted, compared with 83 n 
percent planted, the same as last year at this time, and sunflowers were 
90 percent planted, compared with 98 percent last year. Wheat was 16 
percent harvested. Across southern Brazil, widespread showers (25- 
100 mm or more) covered the major soybean-producing regions, 
maintaining adequate to abundant soil moisture supplies for 


4 ‘ 


germinating to vegetative soybeans. Temperatures averaged 2 to 4 


moisture supplies for cotton and soybeans. Temperatures averaged 


percent last year, so} 


degrees C above normal across southern Brazil, favoring summer crop development. According to Safras, as of December 15, soybeans were 
98 percent planted nationwide, compared with the 5-year average of 93 percent. In northeastern Brazil, unseasonably heavy showers (50-200 
mm) fell across Tocantins, western Bahia, Piaui, and the small coastal northeastern states, possibly causing some flooding and disrupting 
sugarcane fieldwork along the coast. During November, periodic November showers in southern Brazil provided adequate soil moisture for 
soybean and corn germination and allowed soybean planting to advance slightly ahead of schedule. Heavy showers in western Minas Gerais 
raised concerns for coffee development. Drier weather favored late winter wheat harvesting across Rio Grande do Sul. In central Argentina, 
much-above-normal November rainfall boosted soil moisture from southern Santa Fe northward, but increased the risk of more wheat disease 
outbreaks. The wetness also hampered summer crop planting. Drier weather favored wheat filling and maturation across Buenos Aires 
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SOUTH ASIA 


During November, a tropical cyclone brought locally heavy rain to rice areas of India’s southeastern coast, increasing local irrigation reserves 





for dry season cropping. Elsewhere, warm, seasonably dry weather aided dry down and harvesting of summer grains, oilseeds, and cotton. 


SOUTH ASIA = « SOUTH ASIA 
Total Precipitation (mm) ‘ ) Percent of Normal Precipitation 
November 2000 3 { November 2000 nN 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA ‘ CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


SOUTH ASIA } 1 SOUTH ASIA 
Average Temperature (°C) he 2" Temperature Anomaly (°C) 
November 2000 “4 (- November 2000 “3 


* 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 3 CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 





December 19, 2000 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





NK RTHWESTERW AFRICA 
"Precipitation (mm 
DEC 10 16, 2000 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


_ NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 
cTOTal” Precipijation (mm) 
November 2000 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


N¢ RTHWESTERN AFRICA 
Average Temperature (°C) 
t a 2000 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


DITERRANEAN 





NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 





Mostly warm, dry weather throughout the region reduced soil n 

for developing winter grains. Dryness in southern Morocco and 
western Algeria continued, where little rain has fallen i \ 
month. Elsewhere rainfall has been light but generally consistent 
leaving crop areas at 50 to 75 percent of normal over the last 4 weeks 
Winter grain planting was well underway in Morocco, Algeria, and 
Tunisia. In November, sufficient rains favored winter grait 
germination and establishment in northern Morocco and most of 
Algeria. A slow start to the rainy season in southern Morocco and 
most of Tunisia limited planting moisture. Planting typically 
continues through December 
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SOUTH ASIA 
During November, a tropical cyclone brought locally heavy rain to rice areas of India’s southeastern coast, increasing local irrigation reserves 
for dry season cropping. Elsewhere, warm, seasonably dry weather aided dry down and harvesting of summer grains, oilseeds, and cotton. 
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7 he Oe eS ie NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 
Y sabi 7 ss 5 of ee ] ‘ ea Mostly warm, dry weather throughout the region reduced soil moisture 
am | a, 2 : as y for developing winter grains. Dryness in southern Morocco and 
"0 ee western Algeria continued, where little rain has fallen in nearly a 
7 DRY | DRY : month. Elsewhere rainfall has been light but generally consistent, 
leaving crop areas at 50 to 75 percent of normal over the last 4 weeks. 
Winter grain planting was well underway in Morocco, Algeria, and 
Tunisia. In November, sufficient rains favored winter grain 
germination and establishment in northern Morocco and most of 
Algeria. A slow start to the rainy season in southern Morocco and 
most of Tunisia limited planting moisture. Planting typically 
continues through December. 
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U.S. Drought Monitor 
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Map focuses on widespread drought. 
Local conditions may vary. 


DO Abnormally Dry Drought type: used only 
8 D1 Drought-First Stage when impacts differ 


Ill D2 Drought-Severe USDA \ 
“2 D3 Drought-Extreme A= Agriculture —— V 
3 D4 Drought-Exceptional W = Water eS 
Delineates Overlapping Areas F = Wildfire danger ieetaiel 


See accompanying text summary for forecast statements @ Released Thursday, Dec. 14, 2000 
http://enso.unl.edu/monitor/monitor.htm! Author: David Miskus 
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